 The 1900 Galveston Storm Revisited in “Galveston Wind” at BLT 
John Meiners’ “Galveston Wind” opens September 13 at Baytown Little Theatre.  The drama is a fictional rendering of the 1900 Galveston Storm, a devastating hurricane that killed thousands of inhabitants and destroyed much of the coastal city in just a few hours.  In addition, surrounding coastal cities were also devastated.  Historians estimate that between 10,000-12,000 residents died during the storm, 6,000-8,000 on Galveston Island alone.  The Great Storm reigns today as the deadliest natural disaster in US history.  
Ironically, the play opens on the 5th anniversary of Hurricane Ike, which caused havoc to several coastal cities, including Galveston, on September 13, 2008.  Again, many residents did not expect that the storm surge would be as high or as forceful as Ike delivered, proving again that nature is often surprising and dangerous. 

Two major conflicts intersect in Meiners’ play:  one is an internal conflict within Anna Marie Thayer, the main character.  She must decide if she will marry Charles Beaujeaux, the well-established lawyer or Hector Lambert, a charismatic sailor who has suddenly returned to Galveston. Hector was her first love who left her, choosing a life at sea.  The other conflict is an external one, involving the conflict with nature:  the storm and the characters’ battle for survival.  

The hurricane with its great storm surge became a warning to coastal cities.  After the storm Galveston’s residents found the energy and will to rebuild their town.  They raised the entire city and also built a sea wall for protection.  Although Galveston’s Sacred Heart Church was almost completely destroyed during the storm, symbolically, its bells still rang out on the morning afterwards.  
The cast includes the following:  Jessica Cianciotto as Anna Marie Thayer; Mitchell Craft as Charles Beaujeaux; Rick Olsen as Hector Lambert; Christine Jones as Louise Hansen and Julia Hartley; Katherine McKay as Mary Beaujeaux; Hannah Weaver as Charlotte Thayer; Logan Neely as Anton Brenner; Steele Seeley as Frederick Brenner; Sophie Cianciotto as Lily Hansen; and Tara as Lily’s small dog.  
Meiners has a personal connection to the people who experienced this national tragedy.  He remarks that the play is a “fictional account of an historical event.  Mostly, it was written to honor my grandfather, Anton Meiners (Anton Brenner in the play), and grandmother, Mary Beaujeaux.”
Meiners has experience with many aspects of theatre activities. Not only is he a playwright, but he is also a respected actor and musician—well known to most BLT audiences.  Other plays he has written include “Cypress Mist” and “Ordinary Lives.” A concert reading of his play, “Cypress Mist,” was performed at Country Playhouse March 24 of this year.  His play, “Ordinary Lives,” was recently performed as part of the Scriptwriters/Houston’s Annual 10 x 10 Festival, also at Country Playhouse. 
“Galveston Wind,” directed by John Morales, opens Friday, September 13, with additional performances on Sept, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, and 27, 28, and 29.  Tickets are available and can be purchased at www.baytown.littletheater.org.  Parties of 8 or more should call the box office at 281.424.7617.  Other information such as directions or curtain times can also be found on the BLT website.  
